
GPMS Dogs Face-Off against Thunderhawks 
By Emma Weiner 
 The Golden Plains Middle School boys basketball team made the trip to Grinnell 
to play the Wheatland-Grinnell Thunderhawks on January 28th. The A-Team fell short 
by just 3 points, but the B-Team worked hard and was able to bring home a 21-14 
victory.  

The B-Team boys started out the night strong by putting up 6 points in the first. 
They also played tough defense only allowing the Thunderhawks 2 points finishing the 
quarter with a score of 6-2 in favor of the Bulldogs. They kept up the good work in the 
second quarter by adding in 4, but the Thunderhawks were able to add 5 more. At 
halftime the Bulldogs held a 10-7 lead. 

In the third quarter, the Dogs kept up the good defense, only letting the 
Thunderhawks score 3, and they were able to put in 4 of their own. In the final quarter, 
the boys found their groove on offense and added 7 more points to extend their lead. The 
game ended with a final score of 21-14 in favor of the Bulldogs. Points for the Dogs 
came from Dominic Stout with 13, Dylan Wark 3, Javier Romero 2, Miguel Garcia 2, and 
Maddix Green 1. 

“This is the most points I’ve ever scored,” said Dominic Stout.  “It was great to 
get that many.  My teammates did a great job getting the ball to the inside.  My height 
helped me shoot over the other team. 

The Bulldogs A-Team played a hard fought game against the Thunderhawks to 
finish off the night.  The boys started out the game by working hard on defense, only 
allowing the Thunderhawks to score 6 points. On the offensive end, they were able to put 
in 4 of their own, all by eighth grader Abe Taylor. The boys trailed in the second quarter 
9-12, but Josh Rath was able to put in 5 points of his own to keep the Dogs in the game.  

After halftime, the boys kept up the hard work on offense by putting in 7 more to 
bring the score 20-16, but they couldn’t keep the Thunderhawks from scoring 8 
additional points. In the fourth quarter, the boys fired up and played aggressively on both 
ends of the court. With just over a minute to play, the Dogs made a push for the lead and 
tied up the game at 22. In the final minute, the Dogs were able to add in 3 more points, 
but they couldn’t keep the Thunderhawk offense from scoring 6 of their own. The boys 
fought to the end, but couldn’t pull off the win, falling by 3 with a final score of 25-28.  

Dylan Wark led the Dogs by scoring 10. Abe Taylor added 8, and Josh Rath put 
in 7 points. “We played hard and had fun,” said Dylan Wark.  “I just wish we could have 
brought home the win.”  The boys continued their season on February 1 on the road 
against Weskan.   
 
 


